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SAVING OUR COMMUNITY 
ONE PERSON, ONE FAMILY AT A TIME…

In Peace, 

a message from Martha Herm, 
Executive Director of The Center for Prevention of Abuse

When we see friends and family 
lose jobs, cars, homes, and college 
opportunities, it’s easy to understand 
their overwhelming feelings of 
powerlessness and hopelessness.  With 
the stroke of a pen, one’s world can 
be turned upside down forever.

Now add a stroke of a hand, 
constant screaming and yelling, a 
slap in the face, or a deluge of ugly 
put-downs to a family who is also 
suffering from the economic crisis.  
Disaster reigns! 

Take the case of “Lisa” who was 
ordered by her abusive husband to 
embezzle money from her employer 
in order to supplement the family’s 
budget.   While we don’t condone 
Lisa’s actions, we can understand 
why she felt overpowered by his 
threats of taking away their fi ve 
children, killing the dog, further 
beatings, and homelessness.   Long 

story short, Lisa was caught and now 
has a felony conviction on her record.   

A felony record prevents a person 
from getting many jobs and signing 
leases for public housing and some 
private housing.  How could Lisa 
leave a house and relationship, even 
though abusive, to start over with a 
black mark hanging over her head 
and fi ve young children to support?  
In spite of the odds, Lisa fi nally broke 
away and she and her children spent 
two years in our transitional housing 
program. 

They used all of our services – 
latchkey for the children after school 
so that Lisa could hold down a 
full-time job; court assistance with 
an Order of Protection and the 
divorce; counseling for the children 
and for Lisa; groceries, clothes and 
toiletries as needed from our pantry 
of donations;  fi nancial planning 

for her embezzlement debt; and 
emotional support.  Now they have 
their own place and are doing 
well but continue to participate in 
programming here at The Center.

While there was a cost to society for 
The Center’s intervention in Lisa’s life, 
it is miniscule compared to the cost 
of putting Lisa or her husband in jail 
and their kids in foster homes.  There 
is also the potential  cost to us all if 
the fi ve children were to become 
abusers or victims as adults.  We 
have been able to  break the cycle 
of violence in this family and help 
empower Lisa to care for her children 
as a single parent.  In saving Lisa, 
we are saving our community from 
further disaster.   

TROUBLING TIMES MEAN GREATER NEED
Everyone feels the stress of these troubling times, but individuals and families on the brink are experiencing more 
abuse.  Here’s an indication of what The Center is serving.  These percentages refl ect growth in demand from 
March 2008 to March 2009:
    •Orders of Protection in Tazewell County are up 56% 
    •Orders of Protection in Peoria County are up 50% 
    •Shelter Nights are up 41%

  •Elder Abuse new contacts are up 57% 
  •Sexual Abuse client services are up 25%
  •Hotline Calls are up 17%
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For our latest updates, please visit www.centerforpreventionofabuse.org

Race a Duck…Stop Abuse!
The 21st Annual Duck Race

to benefi t 
The Center for Prevention of Abuse

Sunday, August 30, 2009

Fun begins at 12 noon
Ducks race at 3 p.m.

Peoria Riverfront in front of Old Chicago
120 SW Water Street

Your contribution of $5 can change a life.  The Center is the only agency 
funded by the State of Illinois to provide comprehensive intervention 
and prevention services to those affected by domestic violence, sexual 
assault and elder abuse.

Entry Forms for the upcoming Duck Race are included in this 
newsletter.

This year’s top prizes are: 
 
 *$5,000 shopping spree at Sherman’s-- 
              you can choose appliances, furniture, 
              HDTVs, home theaters or mattresses
 *Rainbow Carnival Castle Playset 
              with free installation in the tri-county 
              area.  

Additional prizes include a $1,000 Savings 
Bond from South Side Bank, rounds of golf, 
sunglasses and an array of gift certifi cates. 
For a complete list, see the enclosed Duck 
Registration Form or visit our website:  

           www.duckrace.com/Peoria

Duck Soiree and All That Jazz—
Mark Your Calendars for August 6!

Enjoy cool jazz and hot hors d’oeuvres at this year’s Duck Soiree and 
All That Jazz, Thursday, August 6, at the Par-A-Dice Hotel.  

You’ll hear the music of  Derel and Ellen Monteith, enjoy fabulous 
food and celebrate the Duck Race sponsors at the event hosted by 
Par-A-Dice Hotel from 5 to 7 p.m.  The event will also include a silent 
auction.

Tickets are $10.  They may be purchased by calling Lisa at The Center, 
691-0551, or emailing lprather@centerforpreventionofabuse.org.  

The Center for  
Prevention of Abuse

The Center for Prevention of Abuse is 
the only agency in Illinois that provides 
combined services to victims of domestic 
violence, child and adult sexual abuse, 
and elder abuse, along with abuser 
re-education. We offer prevention, 
intervention and education services 
for all ages. Our trained staff is also 
available 24/7 for confi dential crisis and 
advocacy support.

The Vision of The Center for 
Prevention of Abuse

To Build a Safe, Peaceful Community.
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Gary Matthews
EM Properties, Ltd.
Lisa Miller
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Rick Miller, MD
OSF Saint Francis Medical Center
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Pearl Companies
Pam Shaheen
Community Volunteer
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IT Service Mgmt. Inst.
Emma Vandeveer
South Side Trust & Savings Bank
Peggy Zibert
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Thank You So Much for Your Generosity!
Each and every day, your generosity helps The Center open doors and change lives. Every donation — whether it’s a 

dollar or an item from our wish list — helps The Center serve and educate thousands of people. 
The following list represents cash donations of $25 or more received by The Center 

from March 11, 2009 to May 31, 2009. 
Joan Adler  *   Elaine Adrian * Anonymous  *  IL Attorney General’s Offi ce * Mary Bair & Jacqueline Chapai  *  Dr. Sandra & David Benckendorf  

Mary Blank  * Board of Education-PACES * Donna Boers  * Marion Bohner *  Kathy & Gary E. Brashear  * Linda & R. Kent Bryan 
Chillicothe United Methodist Church  * CIAA *  Sally Clark  * Community United Church of Christ *  Joanne & Paul Coogan  

Carolyn Coulter & Ken Black *  County of Peoria  *   Culvers of East Peoria  *  Culvers at Grand Prairie * Culvers of Peoria * Margaret & Ora Debolt   
DHS  *  Pat & Paul Dicke * Cheryl & John Diegel  * Dolores & Wendell Eads *  East Peoria Boat & Recreation Club  * Colleen Ensley & Jeffrey Millar 

FEMA *  Femmes Unir Club * Kathy & Dr. Craig Fenton * Lori Filock  * First Christian Church *  Fulton - Mason Crisis Service   
Getz Fire Equipment Company * Mary Graham * Jennifer Gregg *  Arvella & Spike Guidotti  * Julie Habstritt * Marian & Bill Hardin * Carol Hayse  

Heart of Illinois United Way  * Donnas Hertenstein * Beth Houlihan  * HUD *  ICADV  *  ICASA *  ICJIA  * IDOA * Liz Inghilterra  * JT Enterprises  
Mariola Kabat  * Deborah Kasper * Marlynn & Mark Kelsch  * Bernadine Kluge *  Shawna Knapp  * Kramer Chiropractic * Linda McClain  

Memorial Christian Church  Lynnette & Ron Menold   * Mizpah Circle of Kinds Daughters of Peoria * Mt. Hawley Community Church  
Dr. Sharon Murphy & Brad Niemcek * Earl Nelson  * Mary & Gary Nester *  Laurie & John Nichols  * Marisa & Jerry Nutt * Tim O’Hanlon   

Palm Project 2000 *  Par-A-Dice Hotel Casino  * Pekin First Church of God * Peoria City/County Health Department * Lisa & Robert Pfohl  
 Donna Phillips * Stephen Plott * Progressive Business Group * Jo Anne Richardson  * Colleen & Dave Rouzer * Congressman Aaron Schock 
 Shelter Alliance * Trudy Shinall  * Janet Shoultz * Smith Drug Store, Inc.  * Emilie St. John *  Eugene & Harriet Swager  * Tazewell County *

Charles Thomas  * Dr. James A. Thomas  *Elsie Thompson  *  Jeannie & Russell Triebel  * United Way of Pekin  * Universalist Unitarian Church
 Emma & Rick Vandeveer  * Kay Walter  Washington Presbyterian Church  * Kathy Weiss *Michele & Ken Wharram  * Irene & Bob Williams

Patricia Wilson & Alan Brown  * Nancy Wright  Yesterday’s Bar & Grill   
 

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUM GIFTS:  

IN MEMORY OF KAY BATZ:   Honorable John Barra *  Hettie Beers  * Honorable Erik Blanc * Carolyn & Honorable Brett Bode   
Pamela & Honorable Stuart P. Borden * Patricia & Honorable Michael E. Brandt * Ruth Clelland * Honorable Glenn H. Collier  
Joan & Robert Dittmer * Honorable David J. Dubicki  * Margaret & Jerome Fennell * Sandy & John Flynn * Laurie & Honorable Chris L. Fredericksen  
Honorable Kevin R. Galley * Barbara Galloway * Honorable Paul P. Gilfi llan * Honorable Katherine S. Gorman * Susan & Honorable John Gorman 
Arvella & Spike Guidotti * Honorable Richard E. Grawey  * Martha Herm *  Nancy Honings  *  Pat & Timothy Howard * Jeri & Honorable Kim L. Kelley  
Sharon & William Klingman * Honorable Stephen A. Kouri  * Honorable Timothy M. Lucas * Regina & Jim Ludolph * Honorable Jerelyn D. Maher  
Rosemary & Robert E. Manning * Cory & Honorable Richard D. McCoy * Honorable Mary McDade  * Terry & Honorable E. Michael O’Brien  
Peoria County Sheriff’s Department * Monica & Bill Poole * Honorable Albert L. Purham, Jr. * Lynden Schmidt * Honorable James E. Shadid  
Deborah & Kip Shelby * Dr. Nancy Sherman * Honorable Scott A. Shore * Honorable Rebecca R. Steenrod * Kay & Honorable Joe R. Vespa  
Donna & Russ Vroman  

IN MEMORY OF AUNT CLARA:  Flo & Sid Banwart

IN MEMORY OF ROSWELL BABLER: Rose Marie Hasler * Judith & John Heisel

IN MEMORY OF JOAN KENNEL-PAUL: Martha Herm * Barbara & Clinton Kennel 

IN MEMORY OF FERN KENNEL:  Martha Herm

Quackin’ For The Cause
It’s Duck Race Season again!  The Center invites you to enjoy some fun summer activities and support the 
Duck Race.  You can see a game or attend an event while you champion The Center.  
For a complete list of duck sales dates and locations, please visit our website at www.duckrace.com/peoria

July Dates:
 5 noon to 5 p.m.    Par-A-Dice Super Cruisin’—Antique Car event with 
     proceeds to benefi t The Center
 10 6:30 p.m.  Peoria Chiefs

August Dates:
 6 5 to 7 p.m.  Duck Soiree and All That Jazz at the Par-A-Dice Hotel
 14 6:30 p.m.  Peoria Chiefs
 28—29--30   Erin Feis
 30  12 p.m.   Duck Race celebration begins 
     at noon on the Riverfront
  3 p.m.   Duck Race!

Please accept our sincere apologies if your name 
is misspelled or was omitted. Please 

contact Lisa P. at 309-691-0551, so that we 
may correct our records. Thank you! 



P.O. Box 3855, Peoria, Illinois 61612 
(309) 691-0551 

or crisis line 1-800-559-7233   
www.centerforpreventionofabuse.org
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QUACKY says:Please Excuse My Back... but I want to   
THANK 

our SPONSORS 
of the 

21st Annual Duck Race!


